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Willis Redden Bank Barn circa 1880's
Ruthsburg vicinity

Private

The bank barn on the Willis Redden Farm is one
of two recorded examples in Queen Anne's County,
and is a barn type rarely found this far south on the
Eastern Shore. The other recorded example, the
Florence Mason Bank Barn (QA-304) is located within
two miles of the Redden Farm, and initial documentary
research shows that both farms were owned by the Beck
family of Northampton County, Pennsylvania during the
latter part of the 19th century. It would appear that
both barns were constructed by the Beck family,
explaining the appearance of Pennsylvania barns in
this area. The hewn framing and machine nails of the
Redden barn suggest it is earlier than the Mason barn,
and was probably built circa 1880.
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The Willis Redden farm is located on the
north side of Mason Branch Road between Mason
Branch and German Branch, apnroximately two niles
east of Ruthsburg. The farm buildings are clustered
around a late 19th century farmhouse surrounded
by owen agricultural land.

The most significant building on the Redden
farm is a bank barn on the southern edge of the
farmyard. This is an unusual barn tyvwe in this
region, and is believed to date to the 1870's or
1880's.

The barn is constructed on a relatively flat
site rather than the more traditional sloping
or "bank" site favored in Pennsylvania. The
overhanging forebay faces south toward the road,
while a dirt ramn on the rear or north facade
allows ready access to the upper loft area. The
kuilding rests on a common bond brick foundation
and is covered with vertical board siding; the
roof is tin. The gable foundation walls are
carried out to the outer end of the forebay,
which cantilevers out 4 1/2 feet across the

entire south facade.
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The bank barn on the Willis Redden Farm is

of two recorded examples in Queen Anne's County,

and is a barn tyve rarely found this far south

on the Eastern Shore.

the Florence Mason Bank Barn (QA-304) is located
within two miles of the Redden Farm, and initial

documentary research shows that both farms were

owned by the Beck family of Northampton County,

Pennsylvania during the latter part of the 19th

century. It would appear that both barns were
constructed by the Beck family, explaining the

appearance of Pennsylvania barns in this area.

one

The other recorded example,

The hewn framing and machine nails of the Redden

barn suggest it is earlier than the Mason barn,

and was vnrobably built circa 1880.
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

There are five ground level stable doors across
the protected forebay, and a relatively small loft
door in the center of the main floor of the loft.
Directly below this door is a second, smaller batten
door hung on wrought strap hinges. The stable doors
are constructed of plain vertical boards nailed to
beaded battens and hung on wrought stran hinges.

They are "Dutch" or double stable doors, allowing the
top half of the door to be opened separately. The
forebay wall is constructed of horizontal boards up
to chest level, with vertical slats above that point.

The only épening in the east gable is a single
door on the main loft floor level, mounted on machine
strav hinges. Two smnall window openings in the founda-
tion wall are the only omenings in the west gable.
Large double sliding doors on the nor;h facade at
loft floor level allow wagons to be pulled up the
earth ramp and onto the central threshing floor. A
smaller set of double doors to the éast of the ramp
on the lower ground level open into a large stable
or animal pen.

The west end of the ground level was used as a

small milking parlor, with a concrete floor and a row
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

of metal stanchions bisecting the room parallel to

the west gable. A steep ladder-stair leads from this
area up to the main floor level. To the east of the
milking parlor is a large stable or browsing area, and
beyond that are several more stables.

The main floor and loft are divided into three
princinal bays by the four major framing bents. The
double doors on the north facade open into a central
threshing floor. This is enclosed on each side by
horizontal board martitions amproximately 6 to 7 feet
high. The west bay is used fo: hay storage, the east
bay is floored in to form a separate granary with more
hay storage above.

The framing systen is typical of bank barns, with
heavy longitudinal nlates and sumners supbporting nassive
joists that cantilever out to form the forebay. Four
principal framing bents are joined by longitudinal
tie keans, wall plates, and purlins. The roof is of
common rafter construction, supnorted by the wall
plates and single purlins and mitred and butted at
the ridge. The nurlins are supported by queen post
braces mortised into the too tie beam. The framing

timbers are all hewn, while the down braces are
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

circular sawn. All joints are pegged mortise-and-
tenon, and nails are machine made. The hewn material
and machine nails suggest a date of construction before
circa 1885-1890, while the circular sawn braces and
mitred ridge connection are rarely found before the
Civil War, suggesting a probable date of circa 1865-

1890.
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QA-~382 Willis Redden Bank Barn
Ruthsburg vicinity
Orlando Ridout V 1980
View from Northeast
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Willis Redden Bank Barn
Ruthsburg vicinity
Orlando Ridout Vv 1980
View from Southwest
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Willis Redden Bank Barn
Ruthsburg vicinity
Orlando Ridout V 1980
Overshot forebay







QA~382 Willis Redden Bank Barn
Ruthsburg vicinity
Orlando Ridout V 1980
Interior view




